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TYELCOi@ ~TfiE TlBU3HES. 

These birds 30 The Farmer Li-ctle Harm 
.--"--I-"N 

and Much Good. 
. 

Washington, D. C., That thrushes--the group of birds 

in which are included rob$ns and bluebirds- -do a great deal of good 

and very littlk harm to agricultux, is the conclusion reached by 

investigators of the United States Department of Agriculture who 

have carefully studied the food habits of these birds. Altogether 

there %re within the limits of the United States eleven species of 

thrushes, five of which are commonly known as robins and bluebirds. 

The other six include the Townsend solitaire, the wood, the veery, 

the gray-cheek, the olive-back,, and the hermit thrushes. 

The robins and. bluebirds nest close to houses, and even the 

s.hyest of the other species are content with the seclusion of an 

acre or two of woodland or swamp. For this reason the thrushes are 

among the best known and mos t carefully protected of native American 

birds, and at times their numbers become so great that it is feared 

:.they will do much harm to crops and fruit.. The recent investigations -. - - ..-_ 
of the Department of Agriculture, however, show that there is very 

little ground for this fear. On the other hand, they destroy such 

a. vast number of insects each year, that it is probable that with- 

out them many cropo would suffer serious damage. 

Of all the thrushes, the robin is probably the best known.,.It 

has been frequently accused of destroying fruits and berries, but 

it has now been ascertained that this only occurs in regions tkzat" 

are so thickly settled that there is no wild fruit upon which the 

robin may subsist, In some years the bird is a great pest in the 

olive orchards of California, but it is probable that they are 
,.. L".:___ . ,- . . . ..y \.:: I',. * ;.. . . :-.';--.. ) ~. I . . L :-.. ._l. ..A l.Z.. . ~ - . . 

driven to the orchards because of the scarcity of native berries 

at these times, Where wild fruit is availtile,- t&e hitis seem to 

prefer this to the cultivated varieties. 

Like the robin, the bluebird is very domestic, but unlike the 

Robin, it does not prey upon,any cultivated product or work any in- 

jury whatsoeverto the fruit. grow During the fruit %eason, in - / ../ " 
faot , five-sixths of its. food consuls of insects. ft seems, there- 

I" 
fore, that the common practice of &couraging the bluebird to nest 

near houses by placing convenient boxes In which it may build its 
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ho- in, thoroughly justified. 

A detailed description of the habits of the robins and blue- 

birds is contained in Bulletin No. 171. of the United States Depart- 

ment of Agriculture. Bulletin No, 280, which has just been pub- 

lished, takes up the habits of the six other species of the thrush . 
gropp, which are not quite so well known. These birds also feed 

principally on insects and fruit, but a great portion of the fruit 

which they consume is wild berries, Domestic fruits are eaten so 

sparingly by these species that the damage done is quite negligible. 

The bird known as the Townsend sdlitaire is noted chaefly for 

its song which is said to be at times the finast of any of the 

thrush family, This thrush, however, confines itself almost en- 

tirely to the mountains and gorges of the far @est. The wood thrush, 

on the other hand, is distributed over the eastern part of the Unsted 

States, and is a frequenter of opCn groves and bushy pastures, This 

thrush also.is noted for its sweet song, especially in the early 

evening, It does not nest in gardens or orchards, however, and is 

seldom seen about farm buildings, so that many people who are famil- _. 
iar with its song would not know-the bird by sight. The wood thru$h . . 

. 

to beetle and.white grubs. The fruit which it eats; it usually . 
picks up from the ground instead of taking fresh from the tree. 

There is therefore no reason why the wood thrush should not be 

rigidly protected. 

The food of tkie other varieties also seems to consist of lit- . 
tle that it injures anyone to have the birds eat, &hile on the other 

hand they destroy multitudes of harmful insects each’ year. 
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